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Tha Fruit (21st C): ‘=<

| , Moderh Sitcoms & |

= ‘Pnp Culture. |

.~ The Branches (15th - 20th c.)
- ¥ The Circus Tent (Clowning) &
\ \ The ‘Juuclevtl.la Stage (\fa.rt.etj Acts)

The Trunk (14bh - 17I:h O
Renaissance Italy

\ (Commedia dell’arte &

\\ Ma.sked Archetgpes)
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[ The Roots (6th C BCE - sth € CE): T A P

Ancient Greece (The Chorus & Dionysian Festivals) |
-> Rome (Stock Characters & ;antarm.me) e
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| Origin: Italy.

The Catalyst: Bornasa
rebellious street-theatre
response to the tight controls

*_of the Catholic Church.
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A peakes. seleoees verg firmse-
fare and the Komaiffme or
Clessinie Sednal.
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+ Characters + Masks <

' (Physical
(Arche-{-yPES _ ﬁ ( y
ﬂnaf hever f PerSOnas)

Change C:I'/

learn

Scenarios
(Loose sto
outlines built

1 on love, mOney’\
or food) =

Cazzif=—
(Short,
physical
comedic
CELD)

Theis 4

Formula

(Improvised,
hlghly physical el
street theatre)
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", M Gemini Notebool
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The Servants / _

Zanni
(Arlecchino,
Columbina).
Low status,
powerless, but

incredibly clever /7 \W# &

and pulling all
the strings.

The Masters
- (Pantalone, Dottore,
Capitano). High
status, high wealth,
but utter fools.




a prop. The mas

Facial expression hidden:

Forces emotion into the [imbs.

Exaggerated posture:
Clear body language
reads from across a \

noisy piazza.

Spatial awareness:
Action over subtlety.




LA220: The Running Gaq (Flowchart)

Step 1: The Setup

e

Character A crosses the stage with a suitcase.
Dialogue: “I'm taking my case to court.”

Step 2: The Repetition

==

Character A crosses again, now carrying a ladder.
Step 3: The Punchline

f

Dialogue: “I'm taking my case to a higher court.”




The Flap:
A secondary piece of wood
attached by a hinge.

The Handle:
Held firmly by Arlecchino
(Harlequin).

The Impact Zone:
Striking the vietim creates a massive

“slap” sound without actually
hurting the actor.

| Slapstick (Noun): Knockabout physical
comedy, named after the 16th-century bat
designed to create illusionary violence.
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The White-face

The Auguste

The Character / Tramp

Ancestor: Pierrot (Commedia).

Status: High intelligence,
the "straight" ringleader.

Look: White grease paint
(flour origins) to be seen
from afar.

Ancestor: Zanni.

Status: Zany, lowest
intelligence, ruins the
tricks.

Look: Flesh-tone base,
mismatched oversized

clothes, red nose
(Fratellini).

T

Ancestor: American
Vaudeville creation.

otatus: Down-on-his-luck.

Look: Tattered hat,

unshaven face (e.g., Charlie

Chaplin).

M Gemini
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Zanni SpongeBob ; Pantalone Squidward / Captain
(Naive, up‘l:imistil: fool) SquarePants | (Arrogant, tormented by fools) ( - Raymgnd Holt
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ttore Squidward / : & Heroic Lover | i Westle
(qeieatuth | Captan Reymond ot Dwight Schrute [ 0 000 barten | HERELRS (The Princest Bride)

extreme reactions)




The stage has evolved from
the cobblestones of a piazza

to the pixels of a streaming
platform. But the archetypes
remain universal.




